
Mina & Jairus with their “world record 

breaking” leaf pile 

Beach day! 

Dear Ones, 

  We’ve never been a family who puts out a 

“newsletter” about us, but this year, we had so much go on, and so 

many people involved, and such grace from God that we just have to share 

it. Psalm 112 says “God’s constant care of [them] will make a deep 

impression on all who see it” -and that’s why we’re sharing this letter! 

You’ve got to see how God has taken care of us!  

 

‘Our family may have experienced “healthier” years in the past, but never a year 

more full of friendship, care, and love from those around us. Finally getting the diagnosis of Lyme 

disease was tough, but also encouraging for Victoria (who is not crazy, and there IS something, and 

there are treatments!). Discovering the osteoarthritis in Rob’s spine was hard, but having a great 

neurosurgeon is wonderful. God’s care for us is certainly evident in the amount of care we’ve received --

emergency help at 7am, or a ride to the ER at any hour; childcare and meals when Victoria had an 

“episode” with the Lyme disease, or when Rob had neck surgery to replace his degenerated disks; help 

with research, decisions, treatments, passionate and caring doctors, and even a team with a plan. Not to 

mention how many others have chipped in here & there! 

 

We are immeasurably thankful for the team that came together this summer, 

saving us all from too much togetherness during Rob’s recovery time. Jairus and 

Mina learned lots of chores, and still got to have adventures, beach time, and 

even make new friends. And what a gift that they could participate in the 

summer inclusion program at Zeeland Christian School with some old and some 

new friends, and incredibly special teachers who are Rockstars and Superheroes 

at our house!  And for the help at home, and dozens of other  things for Rob  

and Victoria! 

 

We praise God for progress in the fall. Rob went back to work (only 

needing to call-in every once in a while). The kids both get the bus 

from our driveway, and both go to the same school (finally!), where 

Montessori classrooms are the perfect fit their learning needs, and 

their teachers are comfortably familiar, as well as excellent. And 

they are still good about doing chores, even raking leaves! 

 

And with winter has come even more blessing! Not only has our 

care team continued to see what we need and help us get to it 

(literally, driving us all over the place!) but even more, by God’s 

great blessing, has raised the money needed for Victoria to seek out a Lyme specialist and book train 

tickets for the 4 of us to go to Maryland in January to see the doctor (and take a family train trip like 

we’ve always wanted, visiting family too!). The “Lyme Away Scrap Day” was a huge success! Recycling 

for a cause brought out such generosity! 



 

2014 has been intense, physically, mentally, financially, and emotionally. The joy is that God uses all that 

stuff for good and growth. I Peter 1:5-7 puts life in perspective, letting us know that we are kept safe by 

faith in God’s power, which is proved real when we go through troubles. Because we know God’s power 

and salvation, we have great joy even though we have troubles. This has certainly been proven to us this 

year! 

 

A few other highlights from the year are worth sharing: 

ҩ Jairus became a Cub Scout, earned his Tiger badge and graduated to a Wolf. He sold a 

bunch of popcorn (thank you for buying!!), earning some cool prizes and “helping the pack go” 

as the pledge says, and has dared a couple of camp-outs, and had lots of good “dad & me” times 

as well as made some new friends. 

ҩ Mina is reading! First it was “Go Dog, Go” but now she’s enjoying mini-chapter books 

and discovering all sorts of great things to read! 

ҩ As a family we’ve enjoyed “read aloud” time and discovered how funny the How to 

Train Your Dragon books are, devoured The City of Ember series, relived the wonder of Narnia, 

and Rob & Jairus even finish The Lord of The Rings trilogy. 

ҩ We found our own little patch of blueberry bushes and had fun picking them almost 

daily at the end of summer. Nothin’ like fresh from the bush berries (just ask the dog)! 

ҩ We’ve appreciated Resurrection Life church’s live services online, so we can still “get” 

church, even while we can’t “do” church in person. 

ҩ Victoria has learned all sorts of new recipes, and discovered cooking foods to live on 

that are “allowed” as well as tasty, and almost always entirely from scratch, shaping an overall 

more wholesome use of food for the family. Quinoa and lentils, anyone? 

ҩ Did we mention thank you for the gifts, meals, rides, ideas, work, phone calls, cards, 

prayers and help? Thank You! 

 

With our hopes and prayer that your family is touched by God’s care this coming year, we say Merry 

Christmas with grateful hearts!  

 

Love, the Whites 

 


